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• The Swedish Environmental Protection Agency 
(SEPA) is the national expertise agency for wildlife 
management and hunting.

• The County Administrative Boards (CAB) are regional 
agencies executing the wildlife management in each 
county.

• The landowners and hunters are the groups executing 
the practical management including hunting.

• NGO:s have different assignments from agencies 
parallel to their work as member´s associations.

• Different species have to be treated differently.

The Swedish framework
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• SEPA has developed a national strategy for Wildlife.
• Overarching goal: 

– A balanced wildlife management system allows 
everyone to experience the value of wildlife.

• Three cornerstones:
– Bevara (conserve)
– Bruka (resource use)
– Begränsa (limitation)

• Hunting can be a tool in all parts.

The National Strategy!
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Wildlife management is more than hunting.

MVP FCS National/regional/local balancing 
between interests
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• The strategy points out following:
– Ensure that wildlife management is 

clear, has a long-term perspective, 
and enables participation.

– Protect wildlife species and their 
environment.

– Promote the utilization of wildlife as 
a resource.

– Limit the damage and problems 
caused by wildlife.

– Wildlife management should be 
based on the best available 
knowledge.

Back to the strategy



Different species, different regulations 
dependening on spieces home range.
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The intention is to make 
descisions as low as 
possible.
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Common/public hunting

Government

Markägare /
jakträttshavare

Markägare /
jakträttshavare

Markägare /
jakträttshavare

Markägare /
jakträttshavare

Markägare /
jakträttshavare

Markägare /
jakträttshavare
Hunting rights 

owners

SEPA NGO:s

Ordinance on hunting

Assignment Meetings

• What and when is regulated in an 
ordinance.

• Hunters have a delegated 
responsibility for management.

• If a species declines it might be 
removed from the ordinance.

• Hunting periods are revised every sixth 
year.



Regional Council
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Moose and Red dear Government

SEPA

CAB

ÄFO

ÄS
O
ÄS
O
ÄS
OÄSO

LicensområdeLicensområdeLicensområdeLicens area

Law
Ordinances

Regulations
Management plan
Judging appeals

Management plan
Decisions on regional level
(Local management plans 
hunting quota etc),
Database for Moose 
management

Ungulate council

NGO:s

Meetings

Qoutas

Management  
plan

ÄS
O
ÄS
O
ÄS
OKSO

• What and when in 
ordinance

• Planning on larger areas 
within counties (ÄFO)

• Local Hunting quotas (ÄSO)
• SEPA estimate the Moose 

populations in ÄFO.
• SEPA is developing a 

harvest model for Moose



VFD
Länsstyrelse
n VFD

Länsstyrelsen 
VFD

Länsstyrelsen 
VFD

Länsstyrelsen 
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Large Carnivores
EU

Directive

Sami Parliament
LAW
Ordinance

Government

Regulations
Management plans
Level for FCS
Report to EU
Delegate hunting

Management plans
Suggest lowest levels
Monitoring
Conclude damages
Reimbursement
Hunting decisions License and protective hunting
Cooperation within large management areas (several counties)

CABs
Council

Sami villages

Reimbursements

NGO:s

Carnivore Council

SEPA



Protective hunting
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Protective hunting can be conducted when:

23a§ If there is no other suitable solution, and if it does not impede the 
maintenance of a favorable conservation status of the species' population in its 
natural range:

– for reasons of public health and safety or for other imperative reasons of 
overriding public interest, including reasons of a social or economic 
nature and significant positive consequences for the environment,

– for reasons of aviation safety,
– to prevent serious damage, particularly to crops, livestock, forests, 

fisheries, water or other property, or
– to protect wild animals or plants or to preserve habitats for such animals 

or plants.



Protective hunting
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• Protective hunting can be allowed by the authorities (mainly CABs):
– On the initiative of the authorities
– After application from anyone who is affected negatively by wildlife
– A decision specifies species, location, time period for hunting and number 

of specimens to be killed
– Obligatory bag report.
– A lot of decisions -> expensive administration



Protective hunting
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• Protective hunting is also allowed on individual’s initiative in the hunting 
ordinance, appendix 4.

– Certain species
– Certain defined circumstances
– Defined locations and time periods for hunting.
– Not an upper limit of the number of individuals that can be killed
– Not obligatory bag reports
– Not well seen in EU



• Important that the wildlife ecosystem service is acknowledged.

• Important that hunting is an accepted management activity among the citizens

The tools are there, how to implement
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The tools are there, how to implement
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• Important to acknowledge the social service from hunters

Control African Swine fever Follow up traffic accidents with wildlife



The tools are there, how to implement
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• Important to acknowledge the social service from hunters

Invasive species
Support arctic fox
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• We see a small change with less hunters in total
• The proportion of women increases.
• Change in age distribution towards older hunters.

The Swedish hunter 
population!



The Swedish management is based upon adaptivity -> “ Adaptive management”
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Adaptive management

Goal

Action

Monitoring
Evaluation

Knowledge



The Swedish management is based upon adaptivity -> “ Adaptive management”
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Adaptive management

# of individuals in relation to other interests 

Licence hunting

Monitoring
Evaluation

If necessary, new goal



Cooperation and trust
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We have studied 
collaboration in Moose 
management groups.
Factors that characterize 
groups that work well:

– Knowledge
– Equality
– Adaptability
– Trust

Where are you?
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• Certainly not…..
• There is ongoing conflicts between different interests
• There are an ongoing polarization.
• We think that reliable (best available) data is important. Both for population 

estimates and harvest models. Everyone should accept the resuts and don’t 
start to discuss “fake results”

• New methods should be developed (DNA, Drones, Game cameras) 
• Politicians, NGO:s and media has an important part to play, not put woods on 

the fire.
• Cooperation on local/regional level is not an easy solution but what is the 

alternative?

And it all goes very well?



Questions?
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• Högerklicka på diagrammen för att
ändra

• Aceperit paritius con pa consero
volestorum ut experesciet aspiduntet
aut faccum qu iditatius est. 

• Conseriscit voloremposa placipsapis
sum quodi cumquae. 

• Nam qui omnimin ctempor porior sae 

Diagramrubrik

1 2 3 4 5 6
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Helsida för grafik, högerklicka på
diagrammen för att ändra
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Flödesschema, tabell eller annan grafik

Detaljplan

Upphandling 
av 

entreprenad

Beslut om 
bidrag
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