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The Holocélee Last Interglacial
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Homo sapiens arrive (~50,000 BP)




The Last Interglacial (129,000 - 116,000 BP)

« Before Homo sapiens in Europe




The Last Interglacial (129,000 - 116,000 BP)

« Before Homo sapiens in Europe

« Before widespread hominin-induced landscape
change

« Before megafauna extinctions
« GCeologically recent

« Climatically similar




How open were European
landscapes before modern
humans?
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(Sugita, 2007)
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What dynamics shaped these
landscapes?
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Conclusions

Open vegetation and light woodland were substantial

Driven by disturbance regimes beyond climate

Baseline choice matters

Support for rewilding




In
practice?

« Rethink land-use

* Reintroduce keystone
species

- Restore lost processes
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